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Hello PMC Members, Tour in Venice - Part 1 - cight Mile Plains stamp here
QLD 4113
The PMC travelling group of 22 members arrived in Venice last Thursday. There was rain the first Australia

afternoon, but yesterday, the weather was sunny and great. Venice is the same as it was 1000 years
ago. Looking up a street now looks like it was in Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice.

Yesterday we went to see St Mark’s Church which is really the centre of Venice, where the bones of
gospel writer St Mark are buried. The fagade is decorated with large bows in gold leaf mosaics.
From the roof viewing area, we had a great outlook across the main river/ ocean areas where the
trading ships and now ocean liners come down the cruising channel. To:

PMC Member and Friends

| enjoyed looking at the many balcony gardens with flowers showing from their places, making the L
All States and Territories

canals very colourful.
Australia
We also did some shopping and visited the Venetian glassware shops as well as the Italian clothes
and shoes, just a dream.

Food has been a bit ordinary and a few of us think we get better Italian food in Australia :)

Monday afternoon when we board the Regal Princess we will be cruising down the coast around
the bottom of Italy up to Rome.

Cheers,
Wendy
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June 3 2014

PMC European Trip

Hello PMC Members, Tour in Venice - Part 2 -

Just concluding our travels in Venice as we get ready to pack our bags and head to the shipping port.
The last few days have been spent looking at the wider scenes and activities around Venice and out from
the main island of San Marco where we have been staying right in the centre of town, at Hotel Casanova
(named after the famous artist that had many lady friends).

We headed out along the numerous river and canal systems enjoying the views of the islands with the
painted houses that need permission to change the colour of their homes as this is a popular tourist
attraction.

Cruising along the river system we come to the island of Burano that is famous for its handmade lace.
After lunch we went on to the island Lido and the famous Lido Beach of Love where we walked along the
sand and stepped into the Adriatic Sea.

Yesterday was spent around St Marco again to view demonstrations of the famous Murano glassware
that is known worldwide for it fine features and amazing colours. The famous glass blowers from
Murano, usually work for 15 years before they would be able to produce pieces of high quality. Making
the glass takes good quality sand which is in abundance around Venice.

The bells of St Marco’s Bell Tower are now chiming for 7:30 am and breakfast is calling. All rung by hand
and deafening if you take the lift to the top (about 20 floors up) with the tour at that time.

Cheers,
Wendy
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June 9™ 2014 From:

PMC European Trip

Hello PMC Members, Montenegro and Rome

Weather could not be better - warm and sunny in the coastal town of Kotor, Montenegro, which is down
the coast from Venice. A picture perfect town that gained independence after the break-up of
Yugoslavia. From the top of the mountains we can see for miles. We stopped for morning tea and
enjoyed home made bread, cheese and smoked ham, for those that like meat:) and cool drinks.

The beaches give the most inviting offer to those looking down on the beginning of the summer
vacationers. We also notice the Casino Royale where Daniel Craig made the 007 movie. Returning to the
ship for dinner we settled in for a formal dinner in suits and finery for all. A Lovely 4 course meal if you

can make it.

Saturday, we headed off to Roma (Rome) the city of love and the Pope and Vatican. We stopped at the
Vatican Museum and saw many paintings by Michelangelo almost 500 years ago. We then headed off to
see the outside of St Peters Square which we had been informed that morning would not be available, as
there was a special service honouring 200 years celebration of the military police which the Pope was to
bless. | did not think we would be able to see much, however when we got there the Pope was doing a

drive around the square and drove strait past us!

Finishing off Rome with a trip to the Colosseum and then to Florence for some fine leather shopping and
then Pisa, to see the leaning Tower.

Now off to Spain, then Amsterdam and down the Rhine over the next few weeks.
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Cheers,
Wendy
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